A PREFATORY LETTER

MY DEAR JACK,

There is in general no reasonable excuse
for burdening a novel with a Preface or any sort
of statement; a novel should show in itself its
purport without outside emphasis. But, after the
publication of Rogue Henley I saw that with the
next< Herries ' volume there must be a note of
explanation. And for these reasons:

First: when a reader sees another instalment
of Herries history he may think it necessary that
he should read the first in order to understand
the second.

Secondly; after Rogue Herries had made some
friends it was in some places assumed that * now,
of course, I would write a sequel/

And thirdly: the principal criticism of Rogue
Herries was on the ground of its diffuseness,

I must explain then that, firstly, the story of
Judith Paris may be followed without any know-
ledge of her father or curiosity as to her descend-
ants, Then, far from considering a sequel to
Rogue Herries for the first time after its publica-
tion, I must here confess that I had, more than
twenty years ago, the plan of writing the history
of an English family that should cover two
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